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PROLOGUE

Having been born on the Island of Lemnos, | have, since my childhood, been fascinated by its

breathtaking scenery, kilometers of golden sand beaches caressed by limpid sea water and its
bright blueskies.

The beauty of the Island awakened in me a desire to learn about its history and its inhabitants.

My father, Leonidas N. Gerondoudiaf present a retired newspaper editor, historian and scholar)
publishedthe original bookiThe Island of Lemné@ Greek, in 1971. He started the research and
collected information for his book since 1920.

In 1981 my parents visitags inJohannesburg, South Africa. Before their departure for Greece, my
father asked me to try to summarize the history of the Islandnftuis book and publish it in English,
mainly for Lemnians abroad and visitors to the Island.

Although | knew that my father had done his research very carefully for almost fifty years, before
he published his book, | realized that every historian selebiat he believes to be the most

significant material at his disposal and his selection may not coincide entirely with that of other
historiang who may have seen things from another perspective and, in any event, his selection may
change as new material owes to light.

The new science of archaeology, although still in its infancy, by using modern techniques, has made
a series of dramatic discoveries, during the last decades.

History gives us knowledge of experience and helps us understand both ourselvethars,
therefor hasrelevance for our own present and future.

For the above reasons, and because of my own keen interest in the Island and its people, | decided
0ST2NB L LlzofAadaK (GKS 9y3atAriakK GNIryatldid®ygaz7+ 0
book, to do my own research.

My main concern was that | might omit recently discovered facts or historical events.

From the very beginning was encouraged to carry on with the research by the fact, tivat more
one reads Greek mythology, hisy, literature, theater, philosophy, and other cultural topics, the
more one is inspired to read further.

One of the most difficult aspects of researching this book has been to separate historical fact from
historical myth.

The chapter titled Mythology and PieA & 1 2 NB Kl & GKSNBF2NB 0SSy & NA
a02NE 3F2SaxXéd ¢KS NBIFIRSNI A& €tSTd G2 RNIg KAA
Above all Professor Michael Grand, a r®reek, inspired me to research and writes book. In s

book dGreek Literature Anthologyhe writes



df we want to see ourselves in perspective, to understand our predicaments and possibilities, we
must be able to make comparisons with some other society altogether, preferably of quite a
different time andplace.

Only then shall we be armed with sufficient detachment to grapple with our own problems and with
the demands our own world makes upon us.

The ancient Greeks are ideal targets for such comparisons; and there is the additional advantage
thatwhatthS& GNRBGS Aad GK2NRBdZAKE{& SyYyiSNIIFAYyAy3aX

OnlyfortyF A @S LJ I 28& KI @S adz2NBAOBSR 2dzi exehthig &hldza I Yy Ra&
proportion of all that was written adds up to the greatest quantity of varied excellence that any
literature intheg 2 NY R Kl & S@SNJ LINR RdzZOSRX

The intervention of two and half millennia has done nothing to hinder the effectiveness of that
O2Yy (G NR O dzii A 2y X

The interval that has elapsed since the days of ancient Greece strengthens rather than weakens the
impactits writersmd S dzLJ2Yy 2dzNJ 246y YAYyRax Al A& Fftglea L
stimulated and heartened. And that is above all what one gets ffteD NB S | a X

The message is that nothing will come righmless the appropriate laborious steps are taken to
makesuretht A G0 R2SaX FNRBY F 3INBIG RSHtf 2F DNBS| f)
that these steps can be takeduman beings are capable of taking them, and, above all, Greeks

were capable of taking them and knew(ithe Greeks exceeded other peopletire conviction thd

man or woman can be great en@h to rise to any occasion and deal with any situation splendidly

I Yy R & dzO Ot ldeTatine is @nKjue, as far as the western world is concerned, because it

came firsk.

| hope that readers ahis book will get as much satisfaction in reading it as | did from researching
and writing it.

Christoforos L. Gerondoudis

Johannesburg April 1990



INTRODUCTION

In his playoPhiloctetes (fifth century B.C.) Sophocles presented the Island of Lemnos to his

audiences as an uninhabited and desolate place.

The first of the play is set on a part of the north eastern coast of Lemnos, near the Cape of Mount
Hermaion where a steep cliff rises fnathe coast. Lower to the left, one can see e fresh water

spring and in the distance appears the volcano Mosychlos. Odysseus the craftystamanulti
ddzy3 KSN2 2F | 2YSNRa LfAFR SyGdSNA GKS :adlF3sz

GCKAKSAD2Fad 2F [SYy2az | RSaz2tlraS AatlyRX Ay

However, despite Sophocles RSAONR LIGA 2y > [ SYy2a A& Ay FIFOG |
confirm that it had inhabitants ruled by a king. The findinfarchaeologickexcavations over

many years frther reveal that Lemnos was inhabiteeb4millenniumsbefore the Trojan war.

Lemnos today has fertile soil and it is highly unlikely that it was ever desolate.

In other dramatic versions of the story @hloctetest (by Aeschylus and Euripides), a chorus of

actors taking the part of inhabitants of the Island is always present. Clearly therefoasitihers of

these versions considered the Island to have been inhabited in Philsttetel A YS 6 (¢St FiK
B.C.), as no doubt did Sophocles.

Why then did Sophocles describe the Island as he did? The answer very simply is that by dispensing
with the inhabitants of the Island, Sophocles has considerably enhanced the dramatic atmosphere

2T t KAf 2 Oekile,iwBild B)s chotuy & Gréek sailors bring a lovely touch of realism to the
play.
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Chapter One
GEOGRAPHYOSITION

The Greek Island of Lemnos is strategically situated in the Northegean Seandit is located

34 nautical miles from the entrance to t®ardanelles, and 32 nautical miles from thiHoly
Mount Atho< on the Halkidiki Peninsula.

Because of its strategic position Lemnos has throughout history been sought after by the dominant
powers of the era.

Lemnos extends 475,6 square kilometers in area. It is the eighth largest of the Greek Islands (in
order of sze) after Cretelvvoia Lesbos, Chio&efallinig Kerkira (Corfu) and Samos.

Lemnos has a varied topography of hills and plains. The highest peak is, Bkoghareaches 430
meters above sea level.

NAME

Snce ancient timeshe Island has been callecinnos. Homereferred to Lemnos in his great

epics, in which he illustrated certain physical characteristics of the Island by referring to the Island,
amongst other things, as:

Aethalia ¢ (Sooty, due to the existence of the active volcanB)jroessa; (Firesweptdue to the
continuous fire of the volcanpAnemoessgWindswept for being exposed to the winds).

Early historians referred to Lemnos@sipolist, which means two cities, namely Myrina and
Hephaestia.

LG Aa o0StASOSR o0& a2yYS KAalu2NAlFya (GKFG GKS La
where Lemnos meant white.

PRODUCTS

Creals, legumes, fruit trees, grapevines, tobacco and cotare successfully grown and

cultivated on the Island. Whilst this produce is mainly for local consumption, certain quantities are
used for trade with neighbaring islands and mainland Greece.

Sheep and goastock farming is successfully undertaken. Lemnos taanb greatly sought after by
the mainland Greeks, particularly over the Easter period when substantial quantities are exported
to the Mainland.

11



[ SYy23d LINRPRdzOS&a OKSSaSdannmR Falaandu®@ dramio YAT ] 1y26
Melichlorcé. Thischeese is made today in the same traditional way descriogl | 2 YS N a S LI
is famous throughout Greece to cheese lovers and gourmets. Both cheeses are made in the same
way, save that Salamoura is placed in brine whilst Melichloro is hung to padiigllyhis cheese is

awaysk @1 At ofS Ay GKS o0SGGOSNI adzZLlSNXIFN] Sda yR R

Lemnos is known for its abundant seafo&dhellfish and line fislare freely available and large
guantities are exported mainly to Athens. Canngsth fis also produced on the Islaridr local
consumption and export.

¢KS Y2aid NBy2¢6y SR 2 thedrhyrbarisjol8eYéy(Thyma Hdniyp Ridzibiiey is A &
produced by bees fed on thyme which grows wild in abundance on the Lemnian hills.

The Lemian vineyards provide variety of grapedrom whichan excellent wine is produced for

local and exportonsumption.The white wine is known aslimnost and is of the aromatic semi

sweet white variety. The Island also producesd figs(Sykopaghides)almonds, sesame seeds,
aniseed and byproducts such as Ouzo, Halva and TacHor local consumption.

Fishing boatg Port of Myrina, Lemnos. Photo: Christos Kazolis
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POPULATION

The population of the Island, that is, tH&istrict of Lemnos including the island of Agios Efstratios,
as at the last available census in 1981 was 16.017 inhabitants, as compared to:

1951: 27.867 inhabitants,

1961: 22.873 inhabitants,

1971: 17.789 inhabitants.

The main reason for the reductidn the population is that the income of the inhabitants, especially
the farmers, is not satisfactoyyhich results in considerable emigration to the mainland and to
various foreign countries.

FLORA AND FAUNA

Whilst the Island is not renowned for ifora, there is an abundance of wild hareabbits, and

partridges, with the result thain the hunting seasara large number of hunters visit the Island
from the mainland

Preparation of sealed portions of the] SYY ALY 9 NI K¢ h NA 3 AYyLEE LI AYDG
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About one kilometer from the village d&tepanidionat a place namedKokkal&, is the hill

0Agiochoma. At that exact spot, during ancient and medieval times, they used to dig out the
oLemnian Earth, which was found in veins.

It had a reddisttolorand was used as an astringent for snake bites, wounds and in theetury
for the plague.

In classicalilnes, a priestess used to take it out and each portion was sealed. The seal (sphragis)
depicted the goddess Artemis.

In medieval times, the earth was dug ceremonially once a year onttlodé August, the day
Christians celebrate th&ransfiguration of our Lord.

Many portions of the Lemnian Earth were sent to the capitals of Europe. The Sultan at the time
used to offer it as a very precious giftto kitgy R 2 0 KSNJ + ®L dt Q&

GALEN VISITS LEMNOS TWICE

Ghlen (or Galenqgsl28 to 200 A.Dgtands as the most important Greek Christian physician, who
flourished under the Roman Empire in th& £entury A.D.

DIt SyQa GKAY1Ay3 SESNOA&ASR | LINRF2dzyR Ayhef dzSy
Western science during the Renaisse.

He laid stress on the value of anatomy and the virtually founded experimental physiology.

Galen was born in 128 A.D. in Pergamum, Asia Minor, and was the son of a gifted Greek architect
named Nikon.

His father decided that he should study theoretical philosophy and medicine in his native city
where a medical school was attached to the shrine of the healingedepius.

AfterKA & Tl G§KSNDA& RS tudiek b Sriy®a iDARs Mikoy, Gziifh irkKGrece and
Alexandria in Egypt.

In 157 A.D. he returned to Pergamum as chief physicathe gladiators and thus increased his
practical knowledge of anatomy and tested the best remedies for treating wounds.

In 161 A.D. the ambitious Galen travelled to Rome where his willingness to take on patieonts
other doctors had pronounced incable, made him famous.

He was soon admitted to the court of MarcAsrelius

14



In 166 A.D. he decided to go back to Pergamum, and on his way visited many cities and islands,
studying the local healing methods and medicinés visited Lemnos twice to studiye healing
properties of the Lemnian Earth.

In 168168 A.D. he was recalled to Rome by the Emperor and was appointed physician to his son
Commodus.

Galen was the first to recognize that the arteries contain blood and not air, as had been thought for
400years and showed how the heart sets the blood in motion in an ebb and flow fashion.

For almost 14 centuries, he remained the undisputed authority from whom no one dared to differ.

THE MUEBATHS OF ST. HARALAMBOS

In the vicinity of the village afPlak& on Lemnos are found the mdohths ofdSt. Haralampeg,

which are famous for their héiag qualities.

According to the lecture delivered by the Lemnioctor A.Apostolides, in 1989X dhe tise of the
mud-baths near the spring of St. Haralambos for healing purposes, is the continuation of the

healing properties of the Lemnian Earth, because they form part of the same belt, having a subsoil
rich in thermoemineral waters and containing therapeutic substas in the clayey soil.

tKSe o0UGKS o0l GKav KIF@S 6SSy Ay dzaS F2NJ Y2NB (K
(that is, the organic clayey and boggy mud) are well known, when used as a clay coat over the skin.

Chronic rheumatism, arthritigjrcular neuritis and chronic paralysis respdadorablyil 2 G KA & WY
0KSNI LB Qo
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Chapter two
MYTHOLOGY AND RRESTORY

TKS [ SYYAlFLYA FYR (KS R2YAYFGAy3 LIRgSNBR 2F SIO

historical Lemnian chestherefore the unending wealth of Lemnos lies in the past.

THE FIRST INHABITANTSE. AEGEAN CIVILIZATION

There are indications that Lemnos was inhabited in approximately 6.000 B.C., towards the end of

the Paleolithic era and the beginning of the Ndalitera.As recently as a century ago, the history

of the western world began with classical Greece and ancient Rome. No one knew then that ten to
fifteen centuries before Homer and Socrates, there flourished in mainland Greece and its islands a
brilliant civilization, which the new science of archaeology, in a series of dramatic discoveries would
soon recover and restore.

Professor Colin Renfrew (Professoothaeology, University of Southampton) in his introduction
tothebookd [ 2 & 0 ¢ 2 NI Réwgitien by Maitlarid &.Fdey ahd published in 1%Tates:

(How and why does a complex, highly organized society emerge at a particular time and place,
where formerly life and culture were very much simpler?

What hidden processes lead to thehievements so strikinthat they continue to impress us more
than 3.000 years later?

Why are civilizatiosfated to decline and collapse?

What population pressuresshat prablems of resources, what ecological changes or social stresses
work together tobring about the end of a brilliant age?

These are questions difficult to ansvegfior any society;, even the modern world. Yet the cultures of
the past, as recovered by the techniques of modern archaeology, can serve as a kind of laboratory
for the studyof such processeAlthough the discipline is still in its infancy, there is an increasing
feeling today that the deeper understanding of the past has a relevance for our own present and
future, and should also clarifome of our current problems of oveopulation, pollution and

ecological catastrophg

Except the three great civilizations, which developed in the Aegean long before Homer, namely the
Cycladic, the Minoan (on Crete) and the Helladic (Mycenaean), a fourth autonomous civilization
flourishedin the North Eastern Aegean.

16



The following five remarkable centers of that civilization have now leegatored:

h) {Poliochni in Lemnos,
b) {Thermi in Lesbos,

¢) CEmporiayin Chios,

d) (Heraeomin Samos and
e)(Troynin Troas

Nobody knows who the inhabitants were, though one could probably say that they were Indo
Europeans.

The introduction of the grape, the olive tree and metals in the region (4c02000 B.C.)
stimulated cafts and trade.

Barter could have been stimulated among people who did not have wine or olives and wished to
get them in exchange for wheat, fish, hides, wool, pots, tools etc. this necessitated the
establishment of a market center with resultant changeshe physical structuref communities

the creation of pblic squares, storage areas and other facilities.

Excavations proved that the inhabitants of Poliochni on the East Coast of Lemnos, and of the other
centersof the North Eastern Aegn had close trade relations with the Cretans, the Cycladians and
with the Mainland Greeks.

TROY AND LEMNOS

Heinreich Schliemann (18221890), the eccentric German business tycoon and lifelong admirer

oh Homer, decided in 1868 to invest some of his weaithrying to prove thal 2 Y Sviilings
related to actual historical events.

The question at the time wa¥Vas there any truth at all ih 2 Y Sged&&? After all, Homer lived
RdZNAY3I (KS SAIKGK OSylGdz2NBE . o/ Xd> odzi GKS S@Sy
remembered. They were already heavily glamorized and distorted, having passed through the

brains and the mouths of other bards, during a period of several hundred years, until they were

orally handed down to Homer.

Schliemann carried a copy of the lliad and read it constaimtl¥870 he began to dig at a site called
Hissarlik, usingpcal workmen. The only human being he trusted completely was his Greek wife
named Sophia, who accompanied him to Asia Minor and later to Mycenae.

17



Heinreich Schliemann (1822.890)

Schliemann found ®y. In fact, he found nine Troys, a layer cake a¢sistacked one over the
other. Of the nine, he thought that Troy II, next to the bottom, was the Troy of King Priam.

When, in later years, the expargot around to investigate Hissarlik themselves, they found that
Schliemann had it all wrong. Troy Itrted out to be far older. They established that

Troy | to Troy \corresponds roughly to the earBronze Agéc. 30001900 B.C.)Troy Vllg which
lasted little more than a generation and was destroyed by fire c. 1184 B.C., is probably the city of
King Piam described in 2 Y SINK &
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Schliemann i his feverish search for goldti dug right down, through Troy VII, without paying any
attentiontoitatalll S F2dzyR YAYy3 t NAIYQa LI flOS 6KS GK2d;
F2dzy R t NAIFYQa GNBIlF ada2NBE 2y WdzyS mMn MyTod

A diadem of intricately worked chains and bangles. Intalgntained 16353 pieces of gold. His wife
Sophia was with him.

This diadem, together with more than 8000 gold rings and buttons and other items, he smuggled
out of Turkey to Greece and years later he decided to donate it to the German Government. Some
70vyears later, during the occupation of Nazi Germany by Soviet troops in World War I, the
collection disappearettom the Berlin Museum, which is a tragedy, folNJ- didlém is amongst

the rarest and most precious artifacts in the entire world.

In 1993, lmwever, after the fall of the Soviet Union (1991), the boxes containing the famous treasure were
found in a box at the Pushkin Museum in the Russian capital.

It was revealed that the treasure had been discovered by the Red Army when it occupied Bedihaan
been sent, in complete secrecy by plane, to Moscow, where it remained until the fall of the communist
regime.
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Today it is on display at the Pushkin Museum, and is claimed by the Berlin MuseunRU$san
authorities, however, refuse its return, considering that it belongs to them, as compensation for the

sufferings of World War Il.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS IN LEMNOS

|:rom 1926 to 1930 the ItaliaArchaeological School of Athens undertook excavationsnmibs

at the site of the ancient city of Hepfaestia. In 1937 excavations were resumed by the same school
at the site of the most ancient city Poliochni but had to be abandoned at the beginning of th

Second World War

Excavations were again resumed in 1951 at the same site and were completed in 1959. The
inauguration of the Lemnos Museum in Myrina took place in 1961.

Sirens from the sanctuary éHephaistid ™ century B.C¢ Lemnos Museum

POLIOCHNI, THE FIRSTEB&GCITY

The excavations and the various findings proved that Poliochni of Lemnos was built before Troy

and revealed seven ancient superimposed settlements, which the Italian Archaeologists referred to
according tocolors The settlements were as follows:

a) Poliodhni | (Black)g Prior to Troy F (5000¢ 4000 B.C.),
b) Poliochni li(Blue)g Prior to Troy £ (3800B.C.),

c) Poliochni I1I(Green); Equivalent to Troyd (3200 B.C.),
d) Poliochni IV(Red)¢ Equivalent to Troyd (3000 B.C.),

21



e) Poliochni \Yellow) ¢ Equivalent to Troy { (2600 B.C,)
f) Poliochni VI(Brown)c Equivalent to Troy \Z (25001900 B.C.),
g) Poliochni VIi(Purple)g Equivalent to Troy \{4 (19001500 B.C.).

The end of this last period (approximately from 1@00500 B.C.) ithe end of life in Poliochni as
the city was destroyed by strong earthquakes at that time.

G¢KS t2f A2 QKtyehs Mudedn PhaleNbis P. Gedondis
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LG ©2dzZ R FLIISENI GKF G ¢ NPe@ BE)was N& ¥itrAThalfidgldoh y 3t
Troy (IX) continued to exist until the Roman era. Therefore Poliochni, although older than Troy, was
destroyed much earlier.

EarringsPart of the Poliochni Treasure

The remains of the two Neolithic cities Poliochni | and I, revealed the most advanced civilization yet
found in the Aegean, and Europe in general. The archaeologists found rinoas&s public stone

baths, public wells, a sewerage system and a netwbroads and public squares, well advanced in
relation to finding made elsewhere.

062 OANRAD t | NI 2



Included in the findings at Poliochni was a treasuré d¢f R doldjawellery, very similar to King
PAl YQ& UGNBIFadzNE F2dzyR Ay ¢NRe& o0& { QROOBSYIl yy s

The Poliochni Treasure, for security reasons is displayeceiiNgtional Museum in Athens and
AAYOS YAYy3I tNAIFIYQa GNBlFadaNE Aa t2a0x GKA& (NB]
world.

The inscription on the showcase containing the Treasure reads as follows:

Treasure of gold jewellery found hiddéna house in Poliochni Y&old pin decorated with two

birds facing away from each other, various types of earrings, bracelets and necklaces.

GCKSAaS NBLINBASY(G al YLX Sa 2 hrekhbwhR®dAa| BSESH 1 SNE
G{ ANNVandENPER LAAYAT F NI G2 GKS 2SSt fSNE FT2dzyR Ay

This jewellery represents an era when the civilization of the North Eastern Aegean reached its
greatest stage of development.

The Lemnian civilization thrived untile¢ end of the 18 or the beginning of the 5Century B.C.
The inhabitants of Lemnos traded with the Phoenicians, Cretans and Phrygians. This civilization
came to an end aftedisastrousearthquakes destroyed most of the Eastern Mediterranean.

A large jart of Lemnos disappeared under the sea, which is evident today it theS (i d f A )RR

Gy S NEefst which are submerged at the Eastern part of Lemnos, in depths varying from one to

ten fathoms and extend more than ten miles East of capé SINP@a SS y I dzi A O f Y L.
Eastern Aegean at the end of the book).

Ruins of submerged city around Cape Plaka. Photo by: T. Laskarides

In the September 1969 issue of the magazing SOKYy A 1 ¢ ¢ KRNRBFAZ2NI bd a2 dzi
the Polytechnic Sclod of Thessaloniki, published the results of a research by the Lemnian architect

Mr. T. Laskarides, who located the ruins of an ancient city on the seanbad Cape Plaka (about

one kilometer around the Cape), at depths of eight to ten meters and wjitbreneter of
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approximately 800 meters. Professor Moutsopoulos maintains that the name of the submerged city
was probablyd K NEIAS ¢ob 8 SR KA & | & & dPohili Ghg/séustdyby SophScles JK NI 2

~ s A s A

In fact, one can see on the sea bed the remains of houses in good condition, roads paved with
flagstones etc. the construction of the walls is the same with that of the walls of Poliochni. It is
thought that the city ofChrysewas submerged when Poliochmas destroyed by the strong
earthquakes of the 1&15™ century B.C. resulting in the disappearance of life on the Island for the
next two centuries.

Archaeological map of Lemnos
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In ¢.1300 B.C. théSindieg moved into Lemnos. Due to their previousatiags with the Assyrians
they acquired the skill of working with iron, copper and other metals. Homer relates that the
Sindies named the island Lemnos in honor of their goddesseaddme name. ey thrived on
agriculture, stockarmingand viticulture and mainly in metallurgy, for which they became famous
in the whole then known world.

THE GOD HEPHAESTOS

According to Greek MythologyiHephaestog was one of the twelve Olympian Gods. He was the

son of Zeus and Hera, and was the Masteith and great Artificer and Archite of Olympus, the
god of fire.

Hephaestos was the patron of craftsmen because he was the only god who was working with his
hands. People believed that he was able to perform miracles because he wasatenited and
could b any manual work expertly.

Ly GKS ONBIFGA2Y 2F KA& AGLISNBR22YIFfAGEE YR KAa

played an important role (fiery energy).
There are many myths regarding his birth.
Homer(lliad bookl: 571-577) presents Hephaestos as son of Zeus and Hera.

Hesiod(Theogony 92Yrelates:Xwhile Herafurring and quarrellingwith her husband, gave birth to
the renowned Hephaestpaho is endowed with skills beyond all the Celestralsaning that Hera,
out of vergeance, gave birth to Hephaestos alone, because Zeus gave birth to goddess Athena

Ff2ySd ¢KA&a Aa | O2y UNIXYRAOQUAZ2YS Fa | SLKIFISadz2a

opening his head with his axe.

According to tradition, Hera entrusted the raigiof Hephaestos tKidalionwho was associated
with the godDionysosand lived in Lemnos or Naxos.

After giving birth to Hephaestos, Hera quarreled with Zeus about his illegitimate son Heracles.

!

| SWKFSadz2a NIy G2 KSfLI KAa Y2U0KSNJ IFyR %Sdzaxas

threshold of Heaven. He flew all day, and as the sun sank he fetldwadfin Lemnos, where he was
picked up and looked after by the Sindies (lliad book-594).

According to this myth it was this fall that resulted in his becoming a cripple. But this is contradicted

by another myth.

¢ KS @gRRANBK 6S a (i A angans vblgandDAddding taradition, Hephaestos landed close
G2 GKS Laf | y R\®aychtof) whemd &fter@eestablishee His workshop near the
volcano.

A temple dedicated to him was built at the site where he landed. Games dalle® LIK | @&eédi A | €
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to take place once a year. The duration of the games was nine days. All the fires dantdenkd
to be extinguished rad a sacredboat used to bring new flame from the Island of Delos.

Through the god Hephaestos, the Lemnians excelled in the art of metallurgy. The great Artificer, on
the other hand, loved Lemnos so much, that he used to refer to the Island asthis f (idsti A €
beloved) land.

According to another myth (lliad book XV393-405),Hephaestos was born a cripple and because

of that, his mother tried to do away with him. She threw him off mount Olympus. He fell in the

Ocean and was saved byetis(mother of Achilles) and Eurynome. He stayed nine years with

them.

Toavengehda Y20 KSNRAE GAfS RSSRXI | SLKIFSadz2za YIRS |
whoever sat on it. He send it as a present to his mother. Hera was enchained on that throne and no
one could free her but HephaestdSod Dionysos came down to earth from Opus and managed

to get Hephastos drunk and take him up toly@npus, where Hephaestos freed his mother.

Head of god Hephaistd®oman copy by: Alkamen@semnian sculpte&™ century B.GVatican Museum)
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The fall of Hephaestos, his lameness dt@ging for nine years in the depths of the sea, are clear
indication of the death of the young god, in order to bring about the renewal of the forces of
nature. The confinement of the mother on the golden throne, the lameness of her son, constitute
the ongins of the divine drama. Mother Earth goes through a period of mourning until the
regeneration.

Hephaestst 8 OSy i 2F az2dzyi hfeYLldza 6A0GK 5Az2yeaza |y
correspond to the revival or to the restoration of the strength of thetgods, and to the
repetition of the cycle of life.

The meaning of the other myths concerning Hephaestos is similar. When he fell in love with
goddess Athena, his sperm fell on Attica and thus Erichthonios, the head of the Athenian race was
born. This isvhy Hephaestos is very closely connected with the origin of life in Attica. (See
illustration: Birth of Erichthonios).

According to Hgod (Works and Days 4105) Hephaestos and Athena made the first woman
namedPandora.Behind the name Pandora is mothearth, who gives us everything. (From the
two Greek words: paiall, everything, dorgresents, gifts).

The crippled god appears as husband of the goddess of love Aphrodite and also husband of the
gracious goddess Charis (goddess of vegetation).

Hephaestoss considered to be the first inventor and because of that a multitude of secondary
myths were born. These myths refer mainly to his miraculous deeds including his invention of the
invisible net which he used to captunés unfaithful wife Aphrodite, in the arms of her lover, the

god Ares. He then displayed the unfortunate couple, entwined in his ingenious invention, to all the
other gods, resulting in their ridicule and shame.

Homer (lliad book XViIH10420)relates

oHephaestos riged his monstrous bulk from the adnvHe limped, but he was nirlgbenough on his
slender legs. He removed the bellows from the fire, collected all the tools he used, and put them in a
silver chest. Then he sponged his face and hands, his sturdy ndehignreast, put on this tunic,
picked up a thick staff and came limping from the foi@elden maidservants hastened to help

their Master. They looked like real gsland could not only speak and use their limbs but were
endowed with intelligence and traned in handwork by the immortal gods< (The first Robots?)

Again Homer (lliad book XVIII: 4888) presents Hephaestos making @r@nour of Achilles, the
very large and powerful shield in particular.

Hephaestos also made the throne of Zeus, the goldeadipdate of Heracles, the chariot of the
sun, the bulls of Aietes (Apollodoros A: 9,2B gold and silver dogs watching the palace of
Alkinoos and other great works which were regarded as miraculous deeds and which were
collectively calledy | SLIK| Sa (2 0SdzO0l ¢

(lliad book XX) God Hephaestos with Hera, Pallas Athena, Poseidon and Hermshegmthe
Achaeans (Greeks) in the fighting. To the Trojan side went Ares, Phoebus, Artemis, Leto, the river
Xanthus (Scamander) and pdite.
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Achilles son Peleus was about to be swept away by dheavenly¥ S R ¢ Xanhkhug &hdd

towered up and rushed upon Achilles with an angry surge, seething with foam and blood and

02 NlJa SaX

Hera, in her terror for Achilles, gave a scream of alarm and turned sharply to her Son Hephaestos:

GTo arms, my child, it is you we haween countingn to deal with Xanthus in this fight. Quick, to

GKS NB&aOdzSz RSLIX 28 @&2dzNJ FflYSax @&2dz Ydzad o dzNYy
on fire. He will eat humble pie and beg you for mercy, but do not be detamddp not mitigate

your fury tll you hear a shout from mx&a

| SLIKFSal2a NBALRYRSR (2 KA& Y2G0KSNIDa OFftt oAl
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Hephaestos had thus dealt with the pland consumed the dead, he atieed theriver with his

dazzling flames. Elms, willows, tamarisks caughtdiméithe lotus, rushes and gafjale that grew

in profusion by the lovely stream were burftheriver himself was scaldedlHephaestosHe cried

You are more than a matdbr any god. | cannot cope with this white heat of yours. The fight is off.

[ SG GKS aINBIG ! OKAffSa 32 AGNI 3IKG Ay yR RNA
The fire devoured him as he spoke. His limpid water was alreablyling like the melted fat of a

wel-¥F SR LJA, Bvely Xaiithad was consumed by fire and saw his waters going up in steam.
Conquered by the blast of theeat Artificer, he lost heart and ceased to flow. In his distress he

called to Hera and besoughehmS NO& X 2 KSy | SN} KSFNR KAa ONER=:
son:

6Enough, my noble child Hephaestos! We must not deal so harshly with a god merely to help a
marg. (lliad book XXR48382).

In Lemnos. Hephaestos was worshipped as a healing god. The two hot water springs near the village
oKornog, contain sodium, chloride, iron etc. and are well known for their healing qualities. They
GSNE OFfftSR a{LINAy3Ia 2F 3IF2R | SLKI Sadz2a¢ Ay |y

The water temperature of the first springakratotherme type Ragar, Plombieres Pfaeffes43 2
degrees Celsius, whilst 44 degrees Celsius is the water temperature of the second spring.

Today the water is still used for the therapy of arthritisjscular pains, gastroenteritéad various
diseases of the digestive system, kidneys and other ailments.

TITAN PROMETHEUS

Hesiodwas one of theearliestGreek poetsHe lived in Boeotia, central Greece c. 700 B.@idn
epicd ¢ KS 263 2Nt F 1Sa GKIFG GKS ¢AlGlya gSNB azya 27
gigantic size and strength and no intelligence; until in one of them, Prometheus, enratgetl

and moral qualities, ranging from cunning and ingenuity to a love of &reednd justice. Also he
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infinite development.

Therefore, when Zeus hid fire from man, Prometheus went to god Hephaestos in Lemnos, stole fire
and gave it to ran. Zeus did not let him go unpunished. He had him chained by Hephaestos on a
very large rock on Mount Caucasus and sent an eagle to eat his immortal liver, which constantly
replenished itself. Prometheus was later released by Heracles with the cons2etisf

Y T VR

&

Black figure cup showing the punishment of PromesitegExample of Laconian ceramics. Vatican Museum

THOAS, KING OF LEMNOS

In the thirteenth century B.C. the people of Lemnos extended their hospitality to the King of Crete,

Radamanthyson his return from a successful expedition in the North Aegean. He then, presented
them with their first king, Kinghoas He proved to be a very good ruler.

Myrina, the daughter oKritheas King oflolkos was the wife of King Thoas of Lemnos and their
daughter wadHypsipyle Unfortunately, during the reign of Thoas,
goddessAphradite, was angered because the women of Lemnos showed disrespect to her. She
punished them by giving them an unbearable and offensnker. Their men could not go near

them and for that reason they went to Thrace, captured women and brought them to Lemnos.
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The Lemnian women decided to take revenge against their men. They, therefore, one night killed

not only their husbands, but their fathers and brothers and sons and all the male children (even the
babies). They threw the bodies of all the eminto the sea, from a hilape locate North of the

capital Myrina, whichis calleit S (i¢F Aa@BNRY GKS DNBS|1 OSNb at Si2é
61 e¢vd

CKAAd FGNROA2dza RSSR 060SOIFYS (y26y AyandkekeddingeNE |
that term has been used in respect to other atrocities. This deed is vividly described by Appllonius
whose explanation is summarized later in this chapter.

Port and town of Myrinavith part of the castle and cape Petasos (upper cefboto by: Christos Kazolis

ANDRONI

Androni is the Northern suburb of Myrina. Many believe that the name was derived from the

G2NR a! YRNRF2yA2yE o0l 02YLRdzyR 62NR YSIyYy aYly
Lemnian Deed took place. None of thistorians, however, make any mention of this. It has been
assumed by others that the suburb was named after Saint Andronicos. The area was previously the
soOl f f SR aaSti2KAE 2F { Ayl ! yRNRyAO2azx GKIFG A&
church of Saint Panteleimon today stands on the same spot where the church of Saint Andronicos
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stood. The second view regarding the origins of the name Androni enjoys more support from
historians.

G[ 9abL!59{¢ o6[9abL!b !'al!%hb{0 !bb5

Kng Thoas was the sole male surviebthe Lemnian Deed. Hypsipyle, his daughter, managed to

help her father to esqae secretly on a rafffhoas was found near the Island of Chios where his
brother Oinopion was the King.

The women of Lemnos proclaimed Hymyle as their queen, and decided to live as Amazons.

One or two years later, the ship! NX:ith &0 Argonautsand Jason as leader, while on their way
to Colchis stopped at Lemnos for provisions. Those men were the most popular heroes of the then
known world. All the known historians accept that Argo stopped at Lemnos.

The women of Lemnos at first mistook the Argonauts for pirates or Thracians and resisted their
landing successfully and allowed them to come ashore only on their terms. They tend edr@d
for them and queen Hypsipyle married Jason.

THE IDEA OF THE PENTATHLON IS BORN IN MYRINA

Dur)\ya GKS I NH2yldziaQ adre Ay [SYyy2as 1jdzsSSy | @&
Argonauts.

According ta-lavios Philostratogborn C.190 D) in hisbook cGymnasticog, thedPS y i | (1 Kf 2 v €
was established, which at that time entailed the following 5 athletic events:

1. A running racgthe length of a stadium or approximately 18ters),

2. The long jump,

3. The discus throw,

4. Thejavelin throw,

5. A wrestling matchbetween the two athletes who performed best in the previou®ur events.

Today the pentathlon is adapted for modern track and field competition by setting the sprint
distance at 200 meters and by substituting a 15@&er run for the wrestling match. The long
jump, discus and javelin events remain the same as they were so many centuries ago.

32



THE ARGONAUTS STAY IN LEMNOS ACCORDING TO APOLLONIUS OF RHODI

Apollonius of Rhodes lived in the third century B.C. In benpdArgonautice he gives us a
RSGIFIAT SR RSAONALIIAZ2Y 2F GKS ! NH2yl dziaQ adle A

Apollonius mentions that one year after the group killing of all the malesgtheNJargéived at the
port of Myrina, fromPalleneand Athos. His explanation of the slaughtering of the male population
is summarized as follows:

The married men, seized with loathing for their lawful wives, had cast them off, conceiving an
unruly passion for the captured girls they brought across the sea from naifihrace. The Lemnian
wives had for long neglected the homage due to Aphrodite and this was their punishment.
Unhappy women!

Their soudestroying and insensate jealously drove them to kill not only their husbands and the

girls who had usurped their begdbut every male as well, in order that they might not have to pay

the price one day for this atrocious massacre. After thaty lived in dire dread of the Thracians

FYyR GKSe& OlFrad Yirye | 3tlFyOS I ONRaa G Kuptokhg i SN
Island, they at once equipped themselves for war, thinking that the Thracians had come.

The ArgonautslispatchedAethalides the swift herald, to persuade Hypsipyle to let the travelers

stay there for the night. Hypsipyle summoned all the women to a general assembly.,Rneglly

came to approve the proposal of an aged woman nafetyxgg K2 g+ a | @LJaALRf SQa
enumeraed all the dangers and the hardships they would have to expect without male children

and then advisethem to accommodate these strangers, adidtbetter to give than to be robbed

Her final words were the following:

0Salvation lies before you at youery feet, if only you will entrust your homes, your livestock and
your splendid city to these visit@rs

7 A

Hypsipyle immediately sephinoeli 2 G KS a! NA2¢ G2 Ay@A0S GK Ol L
the people had decided.
GWIFazy FrFralidSySR NRdzyR KAa akK2z2dzZ RSNBE | LiJzNLX S

Iphinoe led him to the royal palace and Hypsipyle told him #ilethe men had migrated to the
mainland to plough the fields of Thad&phrodite deprived them of all sense of right and wrong
and as a result thegonceived doathing for theirwedded wives. They turned them out of doors
and then indulged their passidy sleeping with the captive girls.

So, when the men returned one day from Thrace, the womendgelto shut the city gates against
them. The men begged them for all male children left in the town and then went back to Thrace.

At this point Hypsipyle inted the Argonauts to stay and settle with them and also offered her royal
FFOKSND&a aO0SLIISNI G2 WHaz2yo
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By the time Jason had reported to his friends all that Hypsipyle had summoned him o hear
Aphrodite, the goddess of desire, had done her sweet work iniithearts, because she wished to
please Hephaestos and save the Island of Lemnos from ever lacking men.d&gaithat reason
the Lemnian girls did not find it difficult to make the Argonauts come home with them for
entertainment.

WHaz2y KAYaStTF aSid 2dzi F2NJ 1 eLAALRESQa NeRelf LI
but Heracleswho chose to stay bghe ship with a few select companions.

Day followed day and still they did not sail. Indeed it is not known when they would have left, if
Heracles had not summoned a meeting and sharply admonished them. Such was the force of his
rebuke, that not a man codllook him in the eye or answer hiv/ith no more said, the meeting
broke up and they hurried off to make ready for departure.

From the part of the Lemnian women, there was a loving hand and a kind word for everyvittan
many a prayer for his safe return

Hypsipyle prayed in tears for Jason and asked tittiease tell me what | am to do if the gods
allow me to become a mothef?

And Jason answeredif | am not destined to return to Hellas from my travels and you bear a son,
send him, when he is oldnough, to lolcos to console my father and mother in their grief and to
care for them at theirown fireside at home.

Then Jason led the way on board. The other Argonauts followed him and thél Bailed for
Samothraceg the Island of Electra daughter Aflas.

Hypsipyle hadne son from Jason nameduneos |t is thought that he later became king of
Lemnos.

KAVEIROI AND KAVEIRIAN MYSTERIES

Lemnos was the seat of the Y | @ SThéyRvare the children dfiephaestosand Kaveiro(three

male and three female). Kaveiro was the daughter of Proteas and Anchinoe.

ThecdKaveirian Mysteries were purgatorial ceremonies related to fertility and the birth of man, as
opposed to the Elefsinian Mysteries, which were related to the death of amal life after death.
Ancient historiansStrabo10: 472 andApolloniusof Rhodesl: 917) relate that the Kaveirian

mysteries originated in Phrygia, whereas contemporary historians believe that the mysteries are of
Phoenician origin (Phoenician woadabirim: Y S| yo& 3B A G NRYy I 0 @

Herodotus (2:51 and 3:38) as well as Pausanias (9: 25) describe to us various Kaveirian sanctuaries.
Although the cradle of the Kaveiroi was Lemnos, more formal celebrations took place in
Samothrace and Thebes.
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King Philipof Macedonia and his wif®lympias,the parents ofAlexander the Greatwere initiated
in the Kaveirian Mysteries of Samothrace.

Excavations at Thebes, a few years dgought to light the temple of Kaveiroi and many offerings
and sculptured objects.

z
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interesting account of the Kaveirian Mystery.

During the 1936 excavation Lews) a part of thel ¢ S f S Zofitheenmpgle/of Kaveiroi was found.

GODDESS CHRYSE AND PHILOCTETES

The Sindies of Lemnos also worshipped the godd&#syseHer temple was on a tiny island,

which was very close to the east coast of Lemnos and was given the@ame=

On that islandPhiloctetes the Malian son of Poeas, who wagaod friend of Heracles, had

offered sacrifice at the temple &@hryse, together with Heracles, during the first expedition against
llion. There is a picture on a ceramic cup in the British Museum (c.430 B.C.), showing Heracles
offering sacrifice to goddess Chryse, together with Philoctetes.

Later, Philoctetes had acepanied the Grecian expedition to llion (Troy). As he knew the temple of
Chryse, he was asked by the leaders to go to the little island and offer sacrifice to the goddess, on
behalf of all the Achaeans, who were taking part in the expedition. On visktengetnple with
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some of his companionkge was bitten in the foot by a venomous sea serpent, the guardian of the
shrine. His noxious and incurable wound aroused so much revulsion among his former comrades
that they decided to leave him behind on Lemnos.

Sophocleswrote a play based on the story of Philoctetes. According to the play, Philoctetes was left
on the island throughout the ten years of the Trojan War. At the beginningedktith year, a

Trojan prisoner calletelenuE 2y S 2 F Y A y 8tabte NdhpheY, Badl prénduyickdthat Y
GKS Frtf 2F ¢NB& Ydzad 0SS tKAft200S3GSaQ GNRdzYLK.
very summer with the help of the invincible bow and arrows of Heracles, which were in the
possession of Philoctetes, Yiag being given to him by Heracles at his death. The famous weapons

had also been poisonedith the blood of theLernaean Hydraby Heracles.

Helenus further pronounced that Philoctetes was to be chosen champion of the Greek army and
that he was to seekut Parisand destroy him and sack the city of Troy with his weapons.

OdysseuandNeoptolemus son ofAchilles were sent to recall Philoctetes from hegileand bring

him with the bow and arrows to Troy. Philootstwas very angered with the Greeks arspecially

hated Odysseus, whom he blamed for leaving Philoctetes on Lemnos. For that reason, in the
beginning, only Neoptolemus approached Philoctetes. After their initial dialogue, Philoctetes
pleaded with Neoptolemus to throw him intiie flames of the fre which lights Lemnosreferring

to the active volcano Mosychlos. Philoctetes then informed Neoptolemus of the fact that a few
years previously he had steeled himself to do the same to Heracles, on his request, whereupon he
won his weapons for the seréc

According to Sophocles, Philoctetes was unwilling to make peace with those who had treated him
so cruelly and only by thiatervention of Heracles was he persuaded to return and help the Greeks
to victory.

Thus Philoctetes bid farewellto hiscadey R G2 GKA & AaflyRE 6[ Syyz2ao
Troy, where the prophecy was fulfilled.

When he went to Troy his wound wanealed by the two sons éfesculapiusMachaonand

Podaleirios who were famous military surgeons. Philoctetes killed Paris and other Trojan heroes.
Today the tiny isind Chryse does not exist because it was submerged under the sea. It existed until
the second century B.C. The exact time of its disappearance is not known.

Pausaniagnentions that in 197 B.C. the last strong eruption of the volcano Mosychlos took place
and it is thought that at that time the mountain Hermaion and the tiny island of Chryse were
submerged.
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PHOLOCTETES CAVE

Near theat St S & ofhslferaiple ofkaveiroj by the sea, there is a cave, with a double entrance,
which fits the description of the cave of Philoctetes by Sophanléss playMany think hat this is

in fact the cave of Philoctetes. However, testimonies of ancient historians place the cave on the
East coast of the island, opposite the islet of Chryse.
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TRADE WITH THE ACHAEANS DURING THE TROJAN WAR

Homerrelates the following in lliad (Book VII: 4875):

(A number of ships had put in from Lemnos with cargoes of wine. They came from Euneos, the
son whom Hypsipyle had borne of Jason the great captain, and he had included a thousand
gallons in the consignmnt as a special gift for the Atreidae, Agamemnon and Menelgus

From these, the longpaired Achaeans now supplied themselves with wine, some in exchange for
bronze, some for gleaming iron, othds hides or live cattle, and others again for slaves.

Homer in his book XXI: 34 of lliad relates how Achilles captuyedon, son of King Priam and sold
him in Lemnos to the son of Jason, as a slave:

4 Aa FANBRG SyO2dzyiSNI g6l a 6AGK [0l 2y 2yS 2F 5
from the river. He had met this man before, in a night sortie, and had taken him captive from his
FILOKSNDa QGAYySel NRZI 6KSNB [ &0l 2-4feewitha sharpifé oA y 3 |
make chariot rails, when the great Achilles descended on him like a fvoth the blue. On that

occasion Achilles had put him on board ship and sold him in the city of Lemqhod & & WI 42y
son who bought himgX
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Chapter Three

HISTORY

Accordingto Herododus (book 1V: 145, 146), tRelasgian®ccupied the island and settled ther
during the ninth century B.C.

oX @nd drove away the descendas of the Argonauts (whom he call$/inyae). Leaving Lemnos,

they sailed to Lacedaemon, where they encamped on Mount Taygetus and started a fire. When the
Lacedaemonianasked them what their gbd was in coming to Lacedaemon, they replied that

they had come to the land of their fathers (among Argonauts wereCastorand Polydeuceshe

sons ofTyndareus, King of Spar)aafter having been thrown out of Lemnos by the Pelasgians

The Lacedaemonians agreed to let them stay and gave them grants of land. At once the Minyae
married Spartan wives andage the Lemnian women to Spartan husbands, and before long the
Minyae took advantage of the privileges, even claiming a share in thepowedr and doing other
things no less impropeithe Lacedaemoniantherefore, decided to kill them and with this purpose
in mind, arrested them and threw them into prison.

Judicial killings in Sparta were always carried out at night, so just before sentence could be
executed on the Minyae, their wives, who were nativé$Spartan citizens, asked leave to be

admitted into prison, in order to have a word with their husbands. Once inside the prison, however,
they changed clothes with the men, who were enabled by this disguise to pass themselves off as
women and escape. Aftenaking their escape, they once more established themselves on
Taygetus.

The Pelasgians were the prellenic (preindo-European) people, who occupied Greece before the
twelfth century B.C.

The Etruscans, who invaded Etruria from Asia Minor before thdémentury B.C., were of the
same origin with the Pelasgians.

The Pelasgians of Lemnos were evicted from Attica by the Athenians (HeradolG3-139),

because they were harassing the Athenian wonehnenever they went to fetch water from the
nine-faucetfountain. Inaddition,the Athenians claimed that the Pelasgians were caught in the act
of plotting an attempt upon Athens.

When the Pelasgians had been settled for some time in Lemnos, they began to plan their revenge
on the Athenians. As they were farail with the Athenian festivals, they sailed with some galleys to
Brauron where the Athenian women wetreelebrating the festival ofirtemis. They seized a

number of them and sailed off to Lemnos, where they kept them as concubines.

In time these women hadumerous children, whom they brought up to behave like Athenians and
to speakAttic Greek The boys, as they grew older, whilst they would not mix with the children of
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the Pelasgian women, supported one another, when it came to blows and a Pelasgiahdoy h
Greek one. Indeed the children of the Athenian mothers, considered themselves superior to the
rest and completely dominated them.

The Pelasgians thought that if these bastard children were already determined to support one
another and to lord it over their legitimate children, what would they do when they were grown
up? They decidedto A f £ G KS | (0 { A &d haging 8oyiesthey Midrdeted thet
mothers as well.

Thisatrocity, like the one earlier described, when the women of Lemnos murdered their husbands,
is the origin of the Greek custom of referring to any especially horrible criniieeasnian Deeél.

As a result of thesmurders the crops in Lemnos failed, the birth rate declined, and the cattle no
longer bred as rapidly as before. The islandsrgan to suffer severely from lack of food and
dwindling population.

They sent tdelphito ask for advice and were told by thegstess to submit to whatever
punishment the Athenians might choose to impose upon them.

Pelasgian inscription found near the village Kaminia, Lemnos. Athens Museum. Photo: P. Gerondoudis
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When they went to Athens and declared their readinesgite full satisfaction for their offence,

the Athenians spread the richest coverings they possessed on a couch in the Council House and,
placing a table beside it loaded with good things, told the Pelasgians to surrender Lemnos to them
in a similar conditn.

oWe will do sq the Pelasgians answeredhen a ship sails from Attica to Lemnos with a northerly
wind in a single dag. This of course they knew was impossible because Attica was a long way
South of Lemnos.

The language of the Pelasgians was almmi@in to the rest of the Greeks. They lived on the

island for more than 400 years, and the onlyrareological finding of that era is a heavy

rectangular stone block found near the village Kaminia. It has an engraving of what is probably a
warrior with one inscription of perhaps 18 words surrounding the head and another 16 words in
three lines on the adjacent side. Despite many attempts and some claims of success, the Etruscan
records still defy translation.

Part of the Pelasgian castlelyrina Lemnos. Photo by: P. Gerondoudis

Archaeologists believe that this inscription was made around@8DB.C. Many similar inscriptions

have been found in various countries in the Mediterranean, mainly brief and repetitious epitaphs or
dedicatory forndzf S~ | & ¢Sttt & @20A0S 2N 26y SNRa Ayac
The longest single text, of 281 lines, is written on a roll of linen cut into strips and used in Egypt as a
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wrapping fora mummy. Today that roll of linen is in the National Museum of Zagreb. The most
important of these inscriptions is the one found in Lemnos and the other one found in Egypt.

Part of the castle, built by the Pelasgians in Myrina, has survived until thdayn very good
condition, as it was constructed with very large stones.

VOLCANO MOSYCHLOS

At 6Ks 1y26y KAGG2NALyE I+ INBS GKIG GKS L&tly
palaeolithic eralts crater was about two kilometers South of Kotzinos

Homer used to call Lemna@sethalia, which means sooty, due to the existence of this active
volcano.

Heraklitos fromEphesoswrites: con Lemnos one can see automatically lighting flames from the
fire that comes from within the earth.

It is thought that the volcano was destroyed during the fifth century B.C. due to a very strong
earthquake at that time. The mountatdermaionis thought to have disappeared at the same time.

In his playdagamemnort, Aeschylos mentions that the good news of the capture of Troy, was
relayed with strong beacons from Mount Ida in Troas to Mddatmaionin Lemnos. The third

beacon was on Mount Athos and from there, through a series of beacons, posted to span a distance
of 650kilometers, to Argos in the Peloponnese. The news reached Argos the same night Troy was
captured.

In511B.C. the Persian Otanis with his large fleet occupied Lemnos. Herodotus mentions that the
inhabitants resisted strongly but finally Otanis sucaegdnd for that reason he slaughtered a
great number of people.

In510B.C. the Chersonese of Hellespont was under Athenian control. Miltiades the son of Cimon,
during the period of the northerly winds, sailed in one day from Elaeus in the Chersonese to
Lemnos. On his arrival he ordered the Pelasgians out of the Island, reminding them of the prophetic
words which they had been so confident could never come true. The people of Hephaestia obeyed.
No one in Myrina would admit that the Chersonese was part o€@tso the town was besieged

until it too was forced to yield. Thus it was that the Athenians, with the help of Miltiades, got
possession of Lemnos. (Herodotus batk140).

In493B.C. the Persians again occupied Lemnos.
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In 479B.C. the Athenians completely destroyed the Persian fleet and immediately occupied
Lemnos again. This time they brought Athenian citizens who settled on Lemnos permanently.
A few years later these Athenian settlers commissioRedidiasto sculpture thefamous statue

known asdéAthena Lemnid. Lucian praises the beauty of the masterpigafich was erected
outdoors northeast of the Propylaea of the Acropolis of Athens.

al NbfS O2Lk 2F GKS adlddzS a! GKSyl [ SYyYA

An inscription was foundccording to which Pheidias sculptdrhe dAthena Lemniéfrom 451 to
448 B.C.

Other than Lucian, Imerios and Plinios regard the statue as one of the most important works of this
great sculptor.
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Painting by: Clive Kirk, based on a black & white phaigz ¥ ( KS NB O2y a i NHzOG SR &l (dSz 1y26y
Museum, East Germany. Hight of the tip of the spear 2,60 m. This is the only statue of goddess Athena, where she doé&not wea
helmet. Bronze original by: Pheidias c. 450 B.C.

Many marble copies of the masterpiece, which disappeared, exist today. The copy which most
resembles the original can be seen at the museum in Dresden (East Germany). The head of the
statue, however, is in the Bologne Muse((taly).
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